TPhere is a current imperative in health care to reduce -*-health-care costs while improving quality of pa¬ tient care. Interventions designed to accomplish these goals must address clinical decision making. However 
Materials and Methods
We did a 30-year review of the literature to find evidence that would support appropriate indications for chest physiotherapy. 4"10 We found the following indications had sufficiently strong support in the literature for chest physiotherapy: (1) patients who produce copious amounts of sputum (>30 mL/24h) and need assistance in clearing secretions; (2) patients diagnosed as having atelectasis that is segmental or greater; (3) lung abscess; (4) (18) , cystic fibrosis (12) , and miscellaneous (1) . One hundred five patients were randomized in the study (Fig 1) . Forty-eight patients were from surgical and 57 were from medical wards. No physicians refused to enroll their patients in the study. Of these, we were able to collect data in 101 (4 patients were transferred to outside institutions and we were unable to collect adequate information) (Fig 1) . 
